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Healthcare & Medical 
Equipment Market 
in Numbers

GDP:

€3.9

€27.5

2024

2024

2024

trillion 4th 
largest economy 
in the world

4.4% billion 

€34 billion 

World’s fourth largest 
market with an estimated 
market size of

by 2029

The market is 
projected to reach

Compound Annual 
Growth Rate (CAGR)

50%

of devices are 
imported from
foreign 
manufacturers

Focus on high-demand areas such as 
elderly care, advanced diagnostics, and 
digital health, driven by Japan’s ageing 
population and health digitalisation.

2 Partner with experienced 
importers/distributors who already 
handle foreign brands to access hospital 
networks efficiently.

4 Understand reimbursement and pricing 
under Japan’s national health insurance 
and adapt to local procurement 
practices.

3 Prepare for strict Pharmaceuticals 
and Medical Devices Agency (PMDA) 
regulatory approval and consider using 
a local Designated Marketing 
Authorisation Holder (DMAH) for product 
registration and compliance.

Ageing population: 

High adoption of wearable medical devices 
and remote monitoring tools:

29%

of Japan’s population is aged 
65+, creating high demand 
for medical equipment, 
homecare, elderly care, and 
disease management 
solutions. 

Increasing prevalence of chronic 
diseases (diabetes, cardiovascular 
disease, and cancer) fuels demand for 
diagnostics, monitoring, and therapeutic 
devices.

Government initiatives: In 2023, Japan 
released its “Timetable for the Promotion 
of Medical DX” outlining the fundamental 
concepts and concrete initiatives to 
accelerate digital transformation (DX) in 
the healthcare sector.

24%

of households headed by 
someone in their 30s own 
a wearable health device.  

Digital health: 
Telemedicine, 
remote monitoring, 
and AI-driven 
healthcare 
solutions.

Advanced 
diagnostics: 
High-precision 
imaging, 
point-of-care, and 
molecular testing 
devices.

Elderly care & 
rehabilitation: 
Assistive, homecare, 
and rehabilitation 
technologies for 
Japan’s ageing 
population.

Infection control: 
Advanced 
sterilisation, 
Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE), 
and smart hospital 
management 
solutions.

Minimally invasive 
devices: 
Innovative surgical 
tools, endoscopes, 
and robotic 
surgery systems.


